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CWPA ––  Purpose and Future

In today’s political climate, with Legislative term limits and changes in In today’s political climate, with Legislative term limits and changes in In today’s political climate, with Legislative term limits and changes in 

administration every few years, fi sheries need an industry group in place to maintain administration every few years, fi sheries need an industry group in place to maintain administration every few years, fi sheries need an industry group in place to maintain 

the fi shery profi le: the fi shery’s “institutional” knowledge base  and long-term goals.  the fi shery profi le: the fi shery’s “institutional” knowledge base  and long-term goals.  the fi shery profi le: the fi shery’s “institutional” knowledge base  and long-term goals.  

The goal of CWPA is to ensure the wetfi sh industry puts its best foot forward!

A non-profi t organization such as CWPA commands attention despite political A non-profi t organization such as CWPA commands attention despite political A non-profi t organization such as CWPA commands attention despite political 

or management climate.  It facilitates interaction and consensus building between or management climate.  It facilitates interaction and consensus building between or management climate.  It facilitates interaction and consensus building between 

fi shery managers and industry, and it facilitates communication with state and fi shery managers and industry, and it facilitates communication with state and fi shery managers and industry, and it facilitates communication with state and 

federal fi shery managers as well as the Legislature and Congress.  Maintaining a federal fi shery managers as well as the Legislature and Congress.  Maintaining a federal fi shery managers as well as the Legislature and Congress.  Maintaining a 

clear presence in management circles is critically important now, with the state clear presence in management circles is critically important now, with the state clear presence in management circles is critically important now, with the state 

focus on the Marine Life Management Act and Marine Life Protection Act, and focus on the Marine Life Management Act and Marine Life Protection Act, and focus on the Marine Life Management Act and Marine Life Protection Act, and 

federal management guided by precautionary principles in the Magnuson Act.  The federal management guided by precautionary principles in the Magnuson Act.  The federal management guided by precautionary principles in the Magnuson Act.  The 

current push for Sanctuary "management" of marine resources through MPAs adds current push for Sanctuary "management" of marine resources through MPAs adds current push for Sanctuary "management" of marine resources through MPAs adds 

yet another challenge.  Maintaining "eyes on the ground" and a continued presence yet another challenge.  Maintaining "eyes on the ground" and a continued presence yet another challenge.  Maintaining "eyes on the ground" and a continued presence 

in management circles is critically important to stay in business.

 In this era of precautionary management, it is essential to base management  In this era of precautionary management, it is essential to base management  In this era of precautionary management, it is essential to base management 

decisions on good science.  Without good data, the precautionary principle will decisions on good science.  Without good data, the precautionary principle will decisions on good science.  Without good data, the precautionary principle will 

be applied and, as a result, fi shermen and processors may not have a viable fi shery.  be applied and, as a result, fi shermen and processors may not have a viable fi shery.  be applied and, as a result, fi shermen and processors may not have a viable fi shery.  

Field research is expensive, and that’s where industry groups such as CWPA can Field research is expensive, and that’s where industry groups such as CWPA can Field research is expensive, and that’s where industry groups such as CWPA can 

play a critically important role.   Research is the key to the future!
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CWPA Goals

Maintain Access to Resources
• Track legislation & coordinate

response    

Seek grant funding for research

• Communicate with management 

agencies to develop fi shery 

management plans

Promote Sustainable Production
• Track issues & coordinate response

• Communicate with authorities re: 

production issues

• Facilitate resolution

* Sponsor research

Facilitate Communication within 
and outside wetfi sh industry
• Serve as liaison between fi shermen 

and processors

• Serve as liaison between industry

and management

* Produce periodic newsletters to 

inform industry of news and issues  

2006 ... the year at a glance
The year 2006 ended as it began: with heated environmental debate over the Marine Life 
Protection Act (MLPA) and its mandate to establish an improved network of marine reserves 
in California, beginning on the central coast.   Throughout its third full year of operation as a 
501(c) non-profi t association, CWPA served as the eyes, ears and voice of California's wetfi sh 
industry. 

Protecting access to harvestable resources is a major goal of the association.  In 2006 the theme 
of CWPA's executive director was "On the Road Again", as she attended 6 meetings of the CPS 
management team and advisory subpanel, advisory to the Pacifi c Fishery Management Council; 
11 meetings of the California Fish and Game Commission; 2 meetings of the Commission’s 
marine resources committee, and 7 meetings with the MLPA Initiative's Blue Ribbon Task Force 
and Secretary of Resources regarding issues related to implementation of the Marine Life 
Protection Act.  Meeting venues stretched from San Diego to Portland OR, and several points 
in-between.  In addition, CWPA hosted two squid research workshops in 2006: the fi rst,  a 
classroom session and fi eld trial to test the BioSonics DT-X echosounder, capable of mapping 
and quantifying localized squid concentrations; and the second, to develop fi eld protocol for 
our collaborative squid research project.  CWPA's cooperative research program now includes 
hydroacoustic research, with the purchase of the DT-X, in addition to expansion of CalCOFI 
surveys to nearshore waters, and promises to shed new light on the enigmatic market squid, 
with the goal to enhance future fi shery management.

Protecting access to fi shery resources 

Squid:   CWPA  maintained "eyes on the ground" and close communication with DFG and the 
Fish and Game Commission in 2006 as the squid grandfather permit controversy continued to 
plague the Department and Commission.    The issue of transferability of grandfather permits 
threatens to blow the lid off the squid FMP,  and "enviros" are keen to infl ict more restrictions 
on the fi shery.  CWPA members, including both processors and fi shermen, reaffi rmed support 

for an orderly fi shery,  and  CWPA communicated industry's desire to maintain  
the founding provisions of the squid FMP.   CWPA also actively engaged DFG and 
the Commission on the issue of $6,000 squid permit fees, pointing out that the 

wetfi sh industry contributes more than $1 million per year for the major 
wetfi sh complex and those revenues have not been accounted for.  

A fi nal decision on the permit issue has stalled while DFG develops 
a cost analysis for all commercial fi sheries.  However, the issue 

is likely to arise again in 2007, and CWPA will be there to 
present the facts on behalf of the wetfi sh industry.

       continued on page 2
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Board of Directors – 2007
President    Vince Torre
     Tri-Marine Fish Company
Vice President    David Haworth
     Hueneme fi sherman
Treasurer-    John Gingerich
Secretary    Hueneme Fish Co.

San Pedro    Vince Torre
(alternate)    Vanessa DeLuca, State Fish
     Nick Jurlin
     Steve Greyshock

Ventura-Hueneme   John Gingerich
      Pete Guglielmo, SCS
      David Haworth
      Neil Guglielmo

Monterey    Joe Cappuccio, Del Mar
     Sal Tringali, MFC
     David Crabbe
     Anthony Russo
Executive Director  Diane Pleschner-Steele
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Squid Research Progress

In 2006, CWPA again contracted with 
Dr. Doyle Hanan to lead our industry-
sponsored squid research program.  Doyle 
led a workshop, attended by DFG squid 
biologists and fishermen, to develop 
standardized field research protocol, 
expanding on quarterly CalCOFI research 
cruises that capture squid paralarvae 
offshore during the months of February, 
April, July and November.

  This fi eld work is intended to measure 
squid occurrence and abundance near 
known spawning grounds, Four bongo 
net systems were provided through 
the grant we received in 2005, and the 
CWPA Board approved the purchase of 
an additional system in May 2006, enabling 
participating fi shermen to gather samples 
simultaneously at four locations in S.CA. 
and one or two in Monterey.  Fishermen 
participating in this program in 2006 
were David Haworth,  Pete Ancich, Neil 
Guglielmo, and John Solomon.  Steve 
Greyshock also volunteered to tow the 
fi fth net.

A Closer Look...
CWPA promotes Co-op Squid Field Research Program at CA World Ocean 2006

Another way to measure local biomass 
is via hydroacoustic echosounder, 
which records squid concentrations on 
computer for later analysis.  CWPA 
sponsored a weeklong fi eld trial of the 
Biosonics echosounder early in 2006.   
Following a successful fi eld test, the Board 
authorized purchase of a Biosonics DT-X 
unit, which Doyle received in fall 2006 and 
plans to deploy as part of our research 
program in 2007. 

All the data gathered in the CWPA 
squid research program is entered into 
a GIS database.  The initial phase of 
the database was completed in 2006 and 
contains fi shery independent data from 
CalCOFI cruises from the 1980s through 
2006, along with Sea Surface Temperature 
and chlorophyll concentrations.  The 
database will be updated periodically 
as new data are received, including 
fi sherrmen's bongo tows.   The database 
will enable squid scientists to track squid 
abundance in varying environmental 
conditions.  The goal is to document 
patterns in abundance over time.

CWPA is working to craft a partnership 
with DFG and the SW Fisheries Science 
Center to share research data and provide 
advice on future fi shery management.
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2006 
where the money went

Summary

Species Assessed Jan-Nov '06
P.Mackerel  7,269 tons

J.Mackerel   1,605

Sardine 77,532

Squid  90,278

Anchovy  20,850

Other     1,613

TOTAL (rounded) 198,751 ST

INCOME   (rounded)

2005 Retained                $61,710.

Deposited 2006 198,377.

     Fishermen        $ 75,107.

     Processors      $107,154.

     PY Asses. Rec'd  $16,119.

Bank interest 81.

Total Grants 34,978.

Associate Members  (dep. 2005) .

TOTAL INCOME $233,439.

EXPENSES

Business Travel total 13,560.

     Airfare  $3,931.

     Auto       $3,772.

     Lodging  $3,329.

     Meals +   $1,370.

     Misc.        $1,160.

Donations (CFC) 2,500.

DBP&A services 48,000.

Dues & Subscriptions        1,243.

Grant expense 36,181.

Meeting expense 385.

Offi ce expenses 4,650.

    Operations     $349.

     Supplies        $1,209.

     Post + Print  $982.

     Phone            $2,046.

Professional (cpa,legal) 4,657.

Research expense 102,830.

Program expense (MLPA) 5,287.

TOTAL EXPENSES $219,320.

NET ordinary income $14,119.
Other income 2,299.

Net income 16,418.

BALANCE DEC. 31 $78,128. 
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CWPA Squid Research Poster

 CWPA participated in the poster session at CWO 2006, showcasing our cooperative fi eld research program with a colorful 40" x 80" 
poster.  The poster was well received by conference attendees, including Secretary for Resources Mike Chrisman, who thanked us for 
participating in the event (one of few fi sh heads present). Participating in the event provided a unique opportunity to meet with Senator 
Betty Karnette and other state offi cials

MLPA Initiative :  CWPA again 
participated actively in efforts of the CA 
Fisheries Coalition.  The CFC-sponsored 
review of MLPA science demonstrated 
that current fi shing regulations achieve 
many MLPA goals.  The CFC will 
continue to press the administration to 
acknowledge this and integrate fi shery 
science into MPA planning.  

The  Commission approved its preferred 
alternative for the central coast MPA 
network on Friday April 13, 2007.  Thanks 
to extensive legwork (and the support of 
Commission President Richard Rogers) 
the wetfish industry retained most 
of its essential fi shing turf.  However, 
the Commission's central coast MPA 
network will close about 40 percent of 
the most productive rocky bottom.  
MLPA moves next to northern CA and 
is projected to come to southern CA in 
2009, or perhaps even later.

2006
  

Continued

Sardine: CWPA was instrumental in 
securing the fi rst coastwide synoptic 
sardine field survey, extending 
from Baja California to the Pacific 
Northwest and Canada.  The BC2BC 
cruise launched in April 2006.  This 
research is crucial to develop accurate 
biomass assessments, on which sardine 
harvest guidelines are based.   Data 
from that survey were used to produce 
the 2006 sardine stock assessment: 
spawning biomass was estimated at 
1.3 million metric tons, and the harvest 
guideline for 2007 was set at 152,564 
mt, 28 percent higher than 2006. 

Promote Sustainable Production
&

Facilitate Communications

Two additional goals of CWPA are to 
enhance sustainable production and facilitate 
communications within and outside the 
wetfi sh industry.  Beyond facilitting inter-
industry communication, CWPA provided 
written and oral testimony to the Fish 
and Game Commission, the Secretary for 
Resources, DFG, Legislators and the Pacifi c 
Fishery Management Councll,  where the 
CWPA Executive Director serves on 
the CPS Advisory Subpanel.  CWPA also 
communicated routinely with Department 
of Health Services re: the seasonal domoic 
acid advisory.


